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his private, not his business account. The remaining five
thousand accruing from the sale was to be paid into his
business account, to meet a bill which matured at the
end of November. Do I make myself clear, Superin-
tendent?"
" Perfectly clear, Mr. Yeoward," Hanslet replied,
" But this thirty thousand pounds. Do you mean that
he actually took it away with him?"
" Not on the I3th. On that day Mr. Venner instructed
me as to the form in which he wished to receive the
sum. Five thousand pounds in Bank of England notes,
and the rest in American dollar bills. The Bank of
England notes were to be of small denominations, not
larger than ten pounds. I carried out these instructions,
and the notes and bills were ready for him by Wednes-
day, the I5th. That afternoon he called, shortly before
half-past three, when the bank closes, and the money
was handed over to him."
Mr. Yeoward spoke as though the handing over of
such a sum was merely an incident in the day's work.
But to Hanslet it seemed a staggering transaction. And
the possibilities which it implied seemed no less stagger-
ing. " Did you see Mr. Venner when he came to draw
the money?" he asked.
'' Yes, I saw him, and had a conversation with him.
In fact, it was in my office that the money was handed
over."
" He did not say why he wanted all that money ID
cash?"
" He did not, nor did I ask him- He seemed anxious
that his affairs should be in order in every way. He
asked for details of both his accounts, and was supplied
with them. He gave me the impression that he con-
templated going away. But when I suggested this to
him, he shook his head. ' Not going away, exactly/